Low-care residents in nursing homes: the impact of market characteristics.
Approximately 30% of nursing home residents were recently identified as low-care cases; that is, residents with low levels of acuity. Other institutional venues, board and care homes and assisted living facilities, for example, are often recommended as alternative domiciliaries providing more appropriate and less expensive care for these residents. In this investigation the effect of nine market factors on the prevalence of low-care residents in 14,646 nursing homes are studied. Government regulations, competition from other providers, and the overall munificence of the market are found to influence their prevalence. These results are discussed along with several issues inherent to channeling low-care residents to other care setting.